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RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
To consider and advise on the issues relating to older person accommodation and how 
planning policies within the new Local Plan can help address these. 
 

1. SUMMARY OF REPORT 

 

1.1 This report and presentation is to initiate debate on the role planning policy may 
have on issues related to the provision of a range and type of older person accommodation 
that will be needed in North Somerset over the next 15- 20 years. The views of ASH will be 
used to help shape the proposed new Local Plan policies. 
 

2. POLICY 

 

2.1 The new North Somerset Local Plan will identify the spatial strategy, strategic 
policies and non-strategic policies. This will involve a review of the existing approach as set 
out in the current development plan, taking account of new priorities, evidence and 
guidance.  One key issue will be in relation to planning for an ageing population.   
 

3. DETAILS 

 
Older persons accommodation 
 
3.1 Planning policy provides the land use framework for the future delivery of older 
persons accommodation. North Somerset’s current planning policies relating to older 
persons accommodation are set out in Chapter 4 of the Development Management Plan 
(2016) and are reproduced in Appendix 1 of this report.  
 
3.2 The new Local Plan provides an opportunity to review these policies and amend/ 
update and where necessary include new policies to guide the development of older 
persons accommodation over the plan period to meet future needs. 
  



3.3 The presentation to ASH sets out some issues currently facing the district with 
regards to older persons accommodation and identifies opportunities where planning policy 
can provide a mechanism to help address these issues. 
 
3.4 These issues include: 
 

• Addressing the supply of and demand for different types of accommodation such 
as retirement homes and care homes; 

• Clarity on the approach taken to proposals for C3 (residential dwelling) and C2 
(residential institution) and the implications; 

• Increasing the supply of accessible and adaptable homes, including the 
application of lifetime homes principles; 

• Provision of supported living for people with learning disabilities; 

• Ensuring supported living schemes meet the required standards; 

• The approach to proposals for new residential annexes, particularly in rural 
areas;  

• The role of the care village model to help address future needs. 
 
3.5 ASH members are invited to advise on policy areas to be investigated through the 
plan-making process.  
 

4. CONSULTATION  

4.1 The advice will help inform policies in the emerging Local Plan which, as part of its 
statutory processes, will be subject to public consultation.    
 

5. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

5.1 The Local Plan is being prepared from existing budgets.  
 

6. LEGAL POWERS AND IMPLICATIONS 

6.1 The Local Plan is a statutory development plan. Local Plans are prepared under the 
Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 and the Town and Country Planning (Local 
Planning) (England) Regulations 2012. 
 

7. RISK MANAGEMENT 

7.1 N/A 
 

8. EQUALITY IMPLICATIONS 

8.1 The Local Plan will be subject to an Equality Impact Assessment. 
 

9. CORPORATE IMPLICATIONS 

9.1 The preparation of development plans has implications for a wide range of Council 
services in terms of the location, scale and form of future development and associated 
infrastructure. 
 

10. OPTIONS CONSIDERED 

10.1 None. 
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APPENDIX 1: Current Planning Policies for Older Persons 
Accommodation 
 

Core Strategy (2017) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
  
 
 
 
 

Development Management Plan (2016) – Chapter 4: Older and Vulnerable 
People 
 
DM40: Retirement accommodation and independent living for older and vulnerable 
people 
 

 
 
DM41: Nursing and care homes for older people and drug and alcohol rehabilitation 
units 



 

 
 
 
DM42: Accessible and adaptable housing and housing space standards: 
 



 
 
DM43: Residential annexes: 
 

 


